SPEECH BY CHIEF STELLA C. OKOLI ON THE OCCASION OF THE NIGERIAN FUNDRAISING DINNER FOR AUGUSTINE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
DATE: November 25, 2006

LOCATION: GOLDEN GATE RESTAURANT, LAGOS, NIGERIA

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great privilege to be here this evening to participate in this health challenge.  I must thank Dr. Emmanuel Egbogah and the GEANCO Foundation for the thorough planning and hard work they put into this event.  I must also thank all of you who have honored us with your presence here this evening.

This health challenge is innovative, fun, and noble, all in one bundle.  I am sure everyone here has participated in various fundraising activities.  However, it is difficult to find one that matches this in creativity.  Here we are in this beautifully laid-out hall reconstructing a football match- two teams, one referee, two goal posts, but one goal.  Like a football match, it promises to be a lot of fun.  It is not just about winning; it is about enjoying what you do and doing your best.  Many schools charge mind-boggling fees to teach team spirit.  We are particularly lucky today that this event is a practical exercise at deploying team spirit in resolving life’s challenges.  It also appears to be tuition-free.

A lot has been said about the need for this hospital project.  In a remarkable demonstration of selflessness, the GEANCO Foundation undertakes to bring world-class healthcare to the Nigerian masses.  We all know the state of healthcare services in this country.  We have complained to and blamed the government; we have talked and argued, cried and hoped.  The GEANCO Foundation is saying, ‘it is time to act.’  And indeed, it is time to act, here and now.

May the good Lord bless everyone who has invested thought, talent or treasure on this wonderful project.

I accepted the gracious invitation to lead Team B in today’s fundraising contest.  The organizers conspired to put me up against a team led by Diamond Bank president Mr. Pascal Dozie.  Well, the Lord is my shepherd; I shall not fear.  I understand that what matters most is not the depth of the pocket but the size of the spirit.  Everyone in this hall today shares a kindred spirit.  We all want to reach out and make an enduring difference.  That is all that counts.

In a football match, a team wins because it has defeated the other team.  Tonight, in this contest, a team wins because it has done its best.  It is not about what we have done in relation to the other party, it is what we have done in relation to our capacity.  In this spirit, my message to everyone seated here is to give tonight’s event deep and sober thought.  Think of how richly you have been blessed.  Think of the people we hope and need to reach through this project.  Think of the smiles we will create and the lives we will reconstruct.  Think of new opportunities and new hope, and think especially of the new life we will offer to those who will use the services of Augustine Memorial Hospital.  Think of all of this, my friends, and then reach to the depths of your resources and support this project generously.  

We all know life can be better.  Tonight we have the opportunity to make it better for those who may never be able to pay us back.  But then, what payback will match the joy of knowing that we have made an enduring difference in the lives of our less-fortunate brothers and sisters?

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much for your attention.  Let us rise together to touch a million lives and bring back the radiance of health, joy and prosperity.  We can.  We will.  May the good Lord bless you all.

Mrs. Stella Okoli.

Augustine Memorial Hospital’s Cardiac Center will be fully funded by Mrs. Okoli.  The Center will be named in memory of her son, Chike M. Okoli.      
